A. H. 200/A.D. 815-816 , during the reign of the Caliph al-Ma'muln (A.H. 198-218/ A.D. 813-833) .
The contests of Sirr al-khaliqa fall into six treatises (maqalat): the first is an introductory section, "On the Creator and His creatures"; this is divided into two sections, one attributed to Sagiyiis, the other to Apollonius himself. The second to the sixth, respectively, are: "On celestial bodies and meteorology", "On minerals", "On plants", "On animals", and "On human beings".
The title-page, as well as pages 7-17 (Preface and Introduction), are printed; all the remaining Arabic section is handwritten. The detailed table of contents (pp. i-xii) and the critical edition, including the critical apparatus (pp. 1-525) are followed by Supplement I (pp. 527-532, extracts from the book K. al-Khilqa) and Supplement I1 (pp. 537-633, extracts (pp. xv-xl) . This is a work of great diligence and clarity. It will be of inestimable value to students of medieval esotericism (hermetism, alchemy, cosmology) in general and the history of Arabic science in particular.
The involved question of the origin of the Sirr has exercised scholais for some time.
Weisser criticially and soberly surveys the literature with admirable succinctness and lucidity. On one or two occasions she allows her own views to obtrude a little. Her preference is for the assumption that a late Greek original was translated into Arabic in the eighth century, and furnished with its initial account of God's attributes by "the priest Sajiyus of Nabulus", more or less as asserted by the text (i.2.4). This is not exactly what the evidence would prima facie suggest. The basic facts about the Sirr, a rather feeble adaptation of earlier material, are still those established by Ruska, Plessner, and, above all, Kraus: (a) the Sirr shares with the Syriac Book of Treasures of Job of Edessa (early ninth century) a problemata physica source; (b) its longer version -designated B by Weisser and regarded as an adaptation, datable to the first half of the ninth century, of the shorter version A -includes the larger part of Nemesius' De natura hominis; (c) it shares some material with the hermetic treatise Istamdtis; (d) it shares the tabula smaragdina with the Secretum secretorum (see Ullmann, Natur-und Geheimwissenschaften im Islam, p. 171).
Weisser ignores (d); and as the history of the Secretum (for which see M. Manzalaoui in Oriens 23-24, 1974) is no less obscure than that of the Sirr, this may be reasonable. Observation (a) too, for all its suggestiveness, yields no immediate conclusion. As regards (c), Weisser appears to be right in arguing that the Sirr depends on
